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It's hardly surprising that the art museum,
with its deeply ingrained protocols of
accumulation and display, has frequently
been the subject of artistic (and curatorial)
interrogation. Such institutional ambitions
would seem to lie on the side of practices
Walter Benjamin famously aligned with the
impulses of “the collector"—one who “brings
together what belongs together” and who “by
keeping in mind their affinities and their
succession in time . . . can eventually furnish
information” about those things. But artists
whose programs are based on strategic 7
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who dislodge “things from their context” and
rely on their own insights to “illuminate their meaning.” “The Artist's Museum” explores
such procedures of artistic illumination via thirty-odd works by figures such as Carol Bove,
Rachel Harrison, Goshka Macuga, Christian Marclay, Xaviera Simmons, and Sara
VanDerBeek; a substantial catalogue with essays by the curator, Claire Bishop, Lynne
Cooke, and Ingrid Schaffner accompanies the exhibition.
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