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“state of the art” grant.
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Jan 9, 2026 9:00AM, via Creative Capital

Creative Capital has announced that it will distribute $2.9 million in grants to 109 artists across
all 50 states as well as U.S. territories, marking one of the largest funding commitments in the

nonprofit's 25-year history.

The 2026 awards include the long-running Creative Capital Award—supporting 49 new projects
across disciplines—and the inaugural “State of the Art Prize,” a new national initiative offering
$10,000 unrestricted grants to 53 artists. This prize was awarded to one artist in every state as
well as Washington, D.C., Puerto Rico, and Guam. The winners work across visual arts,

literature, performing arts, and film.

The Creative Capital Award provides $50,000 in unrestricted project grants to “risk-taking”
artists. These artists will receive professional development and mentorship services. This year,

the recipients of both prizes were chosen from 4,546 applicants from all 50 states.

“The 2026 Creative Capital Awarded projects boldly push artistic form and ideas forward, from
an Arabic-language jazz opera; to a family-owned grocery store transformed into a community
space in gentrifying Washington, D.C., to a film meditation on the color blue,” Angela Mattox,

director of artist initiatives at Creative Capital, said in a statement.

The nonprofit framed the awards as especially urgent as U.S. cultural policy continues to

constrict funding and institutional support for the arts. “In this moment of urgent and widespread



need for arts funding, generous supporters have helped Creative Capital expand our open call,
national grant program to serve innovative artists in all 50 states,” said Christine Kuan, president

and executive director at Creative Capital.

Here are the winners of the 2026 Creative Capital Award in visual arts:

Sadie Barnette
Gina Beaver
Kenturah Davis
Liss LaFleur
Pepe Mar
Masud Olufani
Jeff Ostergren
Margaret Pearce
Ronald Rael
Cara Romero
Yoshie Sakai
Jean Shin

Catherine Telford Keogh
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